Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.105; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.7.
In the title compound, [Zn(NCS) 2 (C 10 H 15 N 3 )], the Zn atom is five-coordinated by the three N-donor atoms of the Schiff base ligand and by two N atoms from two thiocyanate anions, forming a distorted ZnN 5 trigonal-bipyramidal coordination geometry for the metal ion. The side chain of the ligand is disordered over two sets of sites in a 0.655 (12):0.345 (12) ratio. In the crystal, molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁS hydrogen bonds, generating [100] chains.
Related literature
For the biological activity of Schiff base compounds, see: Panneerselvam et al. (2005) ; Shi et al. (2007) ; Singh et al. (2006 Singh et al. ( , 2007 ; Zhong et al. (2006) . For the Schiff base complexes we reported previously, see: Li & Qiu (2008a,b) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(NCS) 2 (C 10 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Schiff base compounds have been reported to have excellent biological activity (Shi et al., 2007; Panneerselvam et al., 2005) . The metal complexes derived from the Schiff bases also have excellent biological activity (Singh et al., 2006 (Singh et al., , 2007 Zhong et al., 2006) . As a continuation of our work on Schiff base complexes (Li & Qiu, 2008a,b) , we report herein the crystal structure of the title zinc complex, (I).
In the title mononuclear zinc(II) complex, the Zn atom is five-coordinated by the three donor atoms (N1, N2, and N3) of the Schiff baes ligand, and two N atoms from two thiocyanate ligands, forming a slightly distorted trigonal-bipyramidal geometry ( Fig. 1 ). The coordinate bond values (Table 1) are within normal ranges.
The title compound was obtained by the reaction of equimolar quantities (0.1 mmol each) of 2-acetylpyridine, N-methylethane-1,2-diamine, sodium thiocyanate, and zinc acetate in ethanol. Colorless blocks of (I) were obtained by the slow evaporation of the filtrate in air.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2
(1.5 for methyl groups) times U eq (C).
The amino H atoms were located in a difference map and refined with N-H distance restrained to 0.90 (1) Å. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.91 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). The C9-N3-C10 moiety is disordered over two sites, with occupancies of 0.655 (3) and 0.345 (3).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Only the major component of the disordered group is shown.
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